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your prudence and  your  principles/* continued I,
"I am certain that you will see the  affairs and
the conduct of the Stadtholder in their true light ;
that  you   will not   imagine  friendship  in  politics
can have any other basis than interest ;   or that
we ought to renounce our  alliance with  Holland,
in order that the Princess of Orange may nightly
enjoy more agreeable  dreams ;   that   you  cannot
but comprehend how much it is impossible for us
to place any confidence in Count Hertzberg, who,
relative  to   us,   is  frenetic,   and   how   much   our
distrust may be increased  should  our sole  coun-
terpoise to this violent minister disappear by the
death of Count Finckenstein.     I shall,  therefore,
thus   far,  willingly  step   forward   to   say  that  it
appears   to   me   very   probable   France    will   be
inclined to treat  on this   affair with   you   singly,
should the King of Prussia consent that you should
be solely trusted with the business on his behalf;
and, as I may say, should you be made arbitrator.
I feel how important it is to you, to  us,  and to
all, that you should not endanger yourself in the
opinion of His  Majesty.    There   are   already  but
too many causes of distance existing between you,nn, the
